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Robert Kelly Brings “Exquisite Junctions” to Sophia
Contemporary for His First London Solo Show

ARTSY
SEP 30TH, 2016 10:26 PM

_4‘/?%l - -
.‘l------‘--j’.‘“‘

<

Unlike the work of some artists who deal in abstraction, Robert Kelly's

meticulous compositions are deeply rooted in the stuff of che real world.
The formidable paintings—"formal puzzles,” he has called them—mix line
and color with vagile remnants of text. In “Black on Bone,” a selection of
his commanding work is now on display at Sophia Contempaorary,

marking the American artist’s first London solo show.
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Although Kelly has been based in Mew York since the late 19705, he
ariginally hails from Santa Fe, and the desert hues haven’t disappeared
from his palette. After completing his studies in 1978, he did a stint as a
commercial photographer for Polaroid before embarking on his own

artistic career in 1932, His influences range from art historical—including
movements such as Russian Constructivism, De 5tijl, and Bauhaus—io
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Evervday objects fascinate Kel

15 well, particularly the printed matter he
collects on his travels around the world. Many of his paintings begin with
a richly textured assortment of these various scraps, which include antique
botanical drawings, sketches, pasters, and handwritten notes. On wer
canvas, Kelly arranges moistened strips of the found ephemera. creating a
collage of irregular gridded patterns—"exquisite junctions and
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He then applies thick layers of oil and gouache, building up his distinetive,
tactile surfaces and geometric forms. Along with a deep, void-like black,
the palette includes shades of yellow, ochre, and red, as well as ritular bone.
Given the textual foundation of his work, the pale hue also recalls musty
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Deeceptively austere at first glance, Kelly's mixed-media paintings conceal
several layers of forethought and detail. Yet for the pensive artist, the 13
works at Sophia Contemporary represent only one stage in his decades-
long exploration of abstraction, “a small niche in chis intimate

investigation of form that I can call my own.”

—EKaren Kedmey

“Robert Kelly: Black on Bore—"Sclected Work:s" iz om vicw at Sophia

Contemporary, Landon, Sgp. 25—-0et. 28, 2016.

Follow Sopkia Contemporary on Arizy.



